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Wheeler has more than 30 years of research and community partnership experience in health disparities research – with extensive scholarly work with local and national Black men who have sex with men (MSM) communities.  While at the University at Albany, he was Co-PI on the NIMHD S21 Health Disparities Research Capacity and Resources grant entitled, Endowment for Community-Based Health Disparities Research and Training administered at UAlbany’s Center for the Elimination of Minority Health Disparities (CEMHD) – a previous NIMHD-funded P20 and R24 Center.  Wheeler currently serves on the US Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS (PACHA); is on the Executive Management Committee of the HIV Prevention Trials Network; co-chairs the HIV Prevention Trial Networks HPTN Scholars Program - This program has become a model for other mentoring programs to foster career development among underrepresented minority scholars; and is on the Board of Directors for the NASW Assurance Services Incorporated.  In 2021 Wheeler was selected as one of sixteen Westchester County (New York) Health Care Heroes for his work to reduce the spread and impact of COVID-19 in the county. 

He has worked to promote the engagement and success of underrepresented minorities in HIV prevention sciences. His research, teaching and community engagement work has demonstrated a deep understanding of the use of data and evidence in developing innovative programs and policy initiatives especially related to health with marginalized and oppressed groups. 



